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1. The road from Krichim (N L2-02, E 24-28) to Devin (N Ll-li, E 24-2}) is 57 kdlo=
meters long. Its average width is 13 fest, including shoulders where they exist.
Narrower sections are provided with frequent unsurfaced off-road parking aresas 25X1
t0 enable comparatively easy passing,

2. The road leads out of Xrichim cn the west bank of the Krichim River (also known
aa the Vucha River). Seven kilameters south of Krichim (at N L1e59«30), it
crosses the river by & masonry arch bridge 50 feet long and 12 feet wide, After
a further seven kilometers (at N 41-56-30, E 24=27-10), a similar bridge retuma
the road to the west bank. Both bridges ere approuoheé from either end by a
right-angled bend. Eleven kilometers farther en (at N L1-5k=05, E 2L-26-35), &
temporary bridgs (10 tons) carries the road across a small tributary (the
Krachinska). At a point 27 kilometers sowth of Mikhalkovo (N Li-51, E 2L-26)
§at N l1-53-20, B 2ﬁ-25"h5)) & masonry arch bridge 70 feet long and 12 feet wide

the most vital bridge on the route) carries the road to the east bank. Again
the bridge is approached from either end by right-angled curves, There are bud
patches of road surface for five kilometers from a point six kilometers socuth of
Mikhalkovo end again for a further two kilometers between 15 and 16 kilometers
south of Mikhalkovo. Repair work is under way at both places. Nineteen kilo-
meters south of Mikhalkovo (at N L1-LL-15, E 2)-25-15), the rcad forks west to
Devin (two kilometers), oroseing the river by means of a wodden board bridge
resting on wooden trestles.

3+ Although the surface of the road is generally good and its width permits two-way
traffic in most places, it 1s a "slow" road becauss of the uwnusual number of
curves [the road follows the tortucus contours of the river for most of the way),and
because ¢f the steep drops and the danger from falling boulders and landalides.
Nevertheless, 1% is regularly used and negotiated, apparently safely, by ladge lume
ber trucks and 30-40 seat buses. Most of the surrounding steep mountainsides are
well wooded with small trees. This 1s ideal ambush sountry. In the middle of the
winter, this road ls presumably passable only to horse= or ox=-drewn sledges, A
snow plow is etationed at Mikhalkovo.
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Appr oach to Krichim from the Sofia-Plovdiv Highway

Approximately 20 kilometers west of Plovdiv (at N L42-09-30, B 24-33-30), a road
tranches south to Gara Krichim (three kilometers, Yoskim Gruevo, N h?-Oé, B 24-33),
Kurtovo Konare (nine kilcmeters, N L2-05, E 24-30), and Krichim (16 kilometers).
One kilometer south of the Sofia-Plovdiv road, the road to Krichim crogses the
Maritsa River by means of a steel trestle through~-type bridge approximately 350
feet long and 12 feet wide, immediately before passing through Polatove village

(N 42-09, B 24-33). At Gara Krichim there is a level crossing, and five kilo-
meters south of Gara Krichim, the road crosses the Peshtera~-Plovdiv road., From
the Sofia-Plovdiv road as far as the southern exit from Kurtove Konare, the road
is paved with stone paving blocks (a total distance of 1l idloameters). Thereafter,
the surface is of earth-bound gravel. Ths width throughout is 12 feet, plus sarth
shoulders of three feet on either side.

Road to Smolyan

At the rcad fork two kilcmeters east of Devin, a signpost beside the rocad which
loads first south and then southeast indicates Stoikite (N L1-LO, E 2L-39) as
being 24 kilometers distamb and Smolyan (¥ L1-35, E 2L-L1) as L2 kilometers distant.

SEORET/CONTROL = U.S, OFFICIALS ONLY

Approved For Release 2007/08/07 : CIA-RDP80-00810A004600640003-1

25X1




